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APPENDIX F 
IUCN AND WCMC LISTING STATUS CATEGORIES 

 
EXTINCT (EX) - A taxon is Extinct when there is no reasonable doubt that the last 
individual has died.  
EXTINCT IN THE WILD (EW) - A taxon is Extinct in the wild when it is known only 
to survive in cultivation, in captivity or as a naturalized population (or populations) well 
outside the past range. A taxon is presumed extinct in the wild when exhaustive surveys 
in known and/or expected habitat, at appropriate times (diurnal, seasonal, annual), 
throughout its historic range have failed to record an individual. Surveys should be over a 
time frame appropriate to the taxon's life cycle and life form.  
CRITICALLY ENDANGERED (CR) - A taxon is Critically Endangered when it is 
facing an extremely high risk of extinction in the wild in the immediate future, as defined 
by any of the criteria (A to E) as described below.  
ENDANGERED (EN) - A taxon is Endangered when it is not Critically Endangered but 
is facing a very high risk of extinction in the wild in the near future, as defined by any of 
the criteria (A to E) as described below.  
VULNERABLE (VU) - A taxon is Vulnerable when it is not Critically Endangered or 
Endangered but is facing a high risk of extinction in the wild in the medium-term future, 
as defined by any of the criteria (A to E) as described below.  
LOWER RISK (LR) - A taxon is Lower Risk when it has been evaluated, does not 
satisfy the criteria for any of the categories Critically Endangered, Endangered or 
Vulnerable. Taxa included in the Lower Risk category can be separated into three 
subcategories:  

1. Conservation Dependent (cd). Taxa which are the focus of a continuing taxon-
specific or habitat-specific conservation program targeted towards the taxon in 
question, the cessation of which would result in the taxon qualifying for one of 
the threatened categories above within a period of five years.  

2. Near Threatened (nt). Taxa which do not qualify for Conservation Dependent, 
but which are close to qualifying for Vulnerable.  

3. Least Concern (lc). Taxa which do not qualify for Conservation Dependent or 
Near Threatened.  

DATA DEFICIENT (DD) A taxon is Data Deficient when there is inadequate 
information to make a direct, or indirect, assessment of its risk of extinction based on its 
distribution and/or population status. A taxon in this category may be well studied, and its 
biology well known, but appropriate data on abundance and/or distribution is lacking. 
Data Deficient is therefore not a category of threat or Lower Risk. Listing of taxa in this 
category indicates that more information is required and acknowledges the possibility 
that future research will show that threatened classification is appropriate. It is important 
to make positive use of whatever data are available. In many cases great care should be 
exercised in choosing between DD and threatened status. If the range of a taxon is 
suspected to be relatively circumscribed, if a considerable period of time has elapsed 
since the last record of the taxon, threatened status may well be justified.  
NOT EVALUATED (NE) A taxon is Not Evaluated when it is has not yet been assessed 
against the criteria.  
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USFWS LISTING STATUS CATEGORIES 
 
E -- Endangered 
T -- Threatened 
EmE -- Emergency Listing, Endangered 
EmT -- Emergency Listing Threatened 
EXPE, XE -- Experimental Population, Essential 
EXPN, XN -- Experimental Population, Non-Essential 
SAE, E(S/A)  -- Similarity of Appearance to an Endangered Taxon 
SAT, T(S/A) -- Similarity of Appearance to a Threatened Taxon 
PE -- Proposed Endangered 
PT -- Proposed Threatened 
PEXPE, PXE -- Proposed Experimental Population, Essential 
PEXPN, PXN -- Proposed Experimental Population, Non-Essential 
PSAE, PE(S/A) -- Proposed Similarity of Appearance to an Endangered Taxon 
PSAT, PT(S/A) -- Proposed Similarity of Appearance to a Threatened Taxon 
C -- Candidate Taxon, Ready for Proposal 
D3A -- Delisted Taxon, Evidently Extinct 
D3B -- Delisted Taxon, Invalid Name in Current Scientific Opinion 
D3C -- Delisted Taxon, Recovered 
DA -- Delisted Taxon, Amendment of the Act 
DM -- Delisted Taxon, Recovered, Being Monitored First Five Years 
DO -- Delisted Taxon, Original Commercial Data Erroneous 
DP  -- Delisted Taxon, Discovered Previously Unknown Additional Populations and/or 
Habitat 
DR -- Delisted Taxon, Taxonomic Revision (Improved Understanding) 
AD -- Proposed Delisting 
AE -- Proposed Reclassification to Endangered 
AT -- Proposed Reclassification to Threatened 
 
 
 
 
 


